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THE BATTLE OF GETTYSBURG 2008 STYLE

Well, all the boys [and girls] are back from the great battle of Gettysburg [the
145th]. 1 am please to say with all their fingers and the rest of the body parts they
came with. As far as | know, the Confederate Atrtillery Line had no injuries whatso-
ever. This is a great accomplishment and | believe says a lot for the professionalism
of the gun crews. Unfortunately the Cavalry and Infantry did not fair so well and took
several real injuries.

Continued on page 5
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Schedule of Upcoming Events

- August Cypress Triathlon, Contact

Marty Young, myoungii@aol.com

- August 16, 2008, OFGMR
Board and planning meet-
ing, Pala Duro State Park,
contact Jack Rudder,
jack9393@msn.com

October 10-12, 2008 Fort
Griffin Days, contact Mitch
Baird,
mitchell.baird@thc.state.tx.
us

- October 11, LSUS Pioneer Day, Con-

tact Marty Young, myoungii@aol.com

- October 25 - 26, School of the

Piece—Fort Richardson, Jacksboro,
TX contact Leo Bush, adju-
tant@austinlightartillery.com

- December 5-7, 2008 Christmas at Fort

Concho

- December 6, 2008 OFGMR Christmas

Party and Annual Meeting

- December 13, West Battery Christmas

Party Contact Marty Young,
myoungii@aol.com

- See Co. C website for more details

about events for Co. C
http://www.swcp.com/~pvtpappy/Page
Mill_Resources/4thTXNewsletter.html
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Directors
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31
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please send information on upcoming events
to Joe Reeves at vteach@att.net
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Cavalry Battalion

*Harris, Charlie, Captain—
Dundee

*Drake, Bill, 1/Sgt—one
\Wolf

A Co. Texas

*Garrett, Jim, Cpl.

*Buckalew, Danny
*Carroll, Gary -Vanilla
*Drake, Bill -Lonewolf
*Garrett, Rich
*Patterson, Clay Hamish
*McPherson, Thomas
[*Siebert, Mike -Muleman
*Stewart, Robert
[*Stewart, Shannon
*Stewart, Will

*Wiggins, Bob - The Judge

B Co. New Mexico

*Pope, Larry, Sgt.
*Chancey, Rita
*Chancey, Robert
*Fratello, Eddie—Brooklyn
*Hall, Ponch

*McKenna, John
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* = Dues paid for 200§
K Co. Ft. Garland

[*Harris, Charlie, Captain

[*Rudder, Jack, 1st SgtJacka-
roo

[*Steward, Doug, Sgt.—Smiley
[FBowman, Steven
*Cahill, Leslie

[*Claunch, Doug

[*Ecker, Cory

*Howlett, Bob

*Jensen, PaulHaro
*Leitschuh, J.—tighthorse
[*McFadden, Alan—Haggis
[*McFadden, Marie
[*Neely, Braxton—Stoney
* Risdahl, Katherine
*Risdahl, Katie—KD
[*Ross, Dick—Fud
[*Rudder, Robby-Stumpy
[*Williams, RebeccaAquila

[*'Susie Harris—Laundress

Infantry

[*Baird, Mitch, Lt.
[*Gladson, Royce
*Prince, Clyde, Sgt.
*Phillips, Tim, Cpl..
[*Gonzalez, Joe
[*Ragan, Lee
*Walker, King

[*White, Scott

Engineer Detachment

Dixon, Chuck, Captain
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Continued from page 1

For all you unlucky puppies who did not get to go, we were assigned a beautiful battery area
in First Battalion's scenic hilltop overlook, very close to the porta pots and a good distance from the
water buffalo. Rain showed up nearly as soon as we had unloaded to bring a touch of realism to our
fun. Fortunately it was a brief shower which lasted on and off the entire weekend. Tim, Joel and
Gater made sure we were fed with a variety of great dishes from the ol” dutch ovens. The motel bat-
tery made sure we never ran dry of the grog that makes an artillery oultfit purr..... The Command
structure reenacted a real Army with all the blunders associated with same, they did a great job. It
was two days before even Battalion knew what was going to happen...........

But folks, | was impressed........ Each battle [there were two each day] placed more folks on
the field than | have ever witnessed at an event and more guns than | have ever thought were avail-
able. On Sunday afternoon over 4500 Confederate Infantry..... including our own Bill Drake, dis-
mounted and walking....sorry | was so dumfounded | forgot to take a photo........... and 56 Confederate
guns were brought together for "Pickett's Charge" That was just the Confederate side. It was really a
sight!!!! It was a tired, dirty [all but the motel battery] but happy crew that broke camp Monday morn-
ing and started the forced march for Texas.

Always Respectfully Yours, 1st Lt. Mike Konczak
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*Barnard, Skip, Maj. C.O.

*Mike Konczak, Ist Lt.

*Konczak, Mike, 1st Lt
*Reeves, Joe, Sgt
*Johnson, Jerry, Cpl
*Hector, Greg, Bugler
*Cheatham, Joshua
*Coleman, Jody
*Dennis, Joel

*Duwe, Randy
*Hood, Larry
*Kimmel, Dwain
*Lawrence, Jeff
*Mitchell, Mason

*Watkins, Dillon

1st Ark. Battery
[*Street, Arthur, Capt.
*Davis, Jay, Lt
*Smith, Mike, Sgt.
*Bush, Leo

*Farmer, William
*Gainey, David
*Swayze, Hays

*Turney, William

\West Battery

*Singley, Darrell, Capt.
*Young, Marty, 1/Sgt.
*Garrett, Larry

*Kitchen, Brian, Cpl.
*Barnard, Skip

*Brown, Troy Conley (T. C.)
*Hanna, J.C.

*Mitchell, Terry

*Townes, Ed
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Pvt. Bryan Lawrence
Tpr. Jeff Russell
1/Sgt. Mike Van Deventer
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Sharon Baird—Inf

Melissa Blaylock—I Co.
Marcie Cahill — K Co.

Kim Carroll — A Co.

Brenda Chambliss—I Co.
*Kathy Cheatham, Ft. Gr Art
Gail Coldiron — H Co.
Christine Davis, 1st Ark Art
Beth Dennis. Ft Gr Art

IAnn Dixon—Ft Gr Eng
Glenda Garrett— A Co.
Janet Garrett—A Co.

Joan Garrett—West Battery
Stella Gonzalez—Ft Gr Art
Mary Tuttle/Hall

Hanna, Ella, West Battery
Donna Hector—Ft Gr Art
Mary Hopkins —Co. K
[Tamera Hood—Ft Gr Art
Jessica Howlett—K Co.
Michele Howlett—K Co.
Cheri Jensen — K Co.
Johnson, Ann—Ft Gr Art
Sandra Konczak—Ft Gr Art
Judy Leitschuh — K Co.
Gina McCuthen—I Co.
Marie McFadden — K Co.
Marilyn Neely—K Co.

Ann Pate—I Co.

Shay Patterson — A Co.
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- - ? is part of the Old West series from Time
Life Books. Text by Joan Swallow Reiter. 1978 Time Life Books Inc. All rights re-
served........ooccvvveeeeennnn. except that brief passages may be quoted for reviews. (| have
some direct quotes and some paraphrasing.)
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Beverly Reeves—Ft Gr Ar
Lana Richards—I Co.
Katherin, Risdahl—K Co.
[Theresa Rudder—K Co.
Anne Strom—1st Ark Art
Sandy White— Ft Gr Inf
Molly Wiggins — H.Q.

Rennea, Yackley— | Co
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Alberts, Don, Dr.
Brannan, Bart, Cpl.
Esfandiary, Ali
Esfandiary, Nairman
Frazier, Don, Dr.
Griffith, Charles
Hoffmann, Bill

lJones, Jim, Lt. Col.
Law, Harold
Manzanares, Rick
Matthews, John
Matthews, Sharon
Matthews, Watt (Dec)
Mikeska, J.E., Dr.
Patterson, John, Lt.Col.
[Thomason, Jack, Maj.
[Trompak, Mike

Van Deventer, Mike (dec)
Vinson, Sam, Capt.

\Wiggins, Molly, Mrs.
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Official Historic Impressions of the Old Fort Grifh Memorial Regiment, Inc.

1850’s Indian Wars— 2nd U.S. Cavalry @ Camp Cooper & Fort Mason

1860’s Civil War —Col. Tom Green’s 5th Regt. Texas Mtd. Vols. & Lt. Artillery, 1st Arkansas Lt. Artillery, 6th Louisiana Atrtillery,
9th Indiana Ind. Arty.Batt.

1870’s Indian Wars —Col. Ranald Mackenzie’s 4th U.S. Cavalry, 3rd U.S. Atrtillery, 11th U.S. Infantry - Ft. Griffin

The Old Fort Griffin Memorial Regiment, Inc. 8245  South FM 707, Abilene, TX 79602

A Not-for-Profit Texas Corporation, certified by the I.R.S. as a Section 501(c)(3) Tax Exempt Charitable Organization, organized for the purpose of providing
public history reenactment, preservation, interpretation and education concerning military activities and related history in Texas and the Southwest dating
from 1856 through 1881, as will qualify the corporation as an exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 or corre-
sponding provision of any subsequent federal tax code.

The Regiment was organized in 1991 as a volunteer living history organization. It's headquarters are at Fort Griffin State Historical Park, Albany, Texas.
OFGMR membership currently includes individuals and families from Texas, Oklahoma, Louisiana, New Mexico, Colorado Wyoming & Arkansas.

OFGMR members are volunteers and participate according to their own priorities. The Regiment has several companies (local area groups) organized so a
member can be active locally as well as have opportunities to reenact in Statewide, Regional and National events. While there are not activity requirements to
maintain a membership, the Regiment has a variety of programs designed to reward members for enthusiastic participation, including Schools of the Soldier, a
Service Stripe award program as well as promotions with the ranks and others.
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For Sale: Wooden Ammo Boxes. $10 each. Mike Konczak 325 854-1293 skonczak@camalott.com

For Sale: Ladies - Beautiful hand knitted sontags. Assorted colors. $25 Ann Dixon at adixon2003@suddenlink.net

IF ANYONE HAS ANYTHING TO SELL OR TRADE—PLACE YOUR AD HERE

www.fortgriffin.com

OFFICIAL BULLETIN
OF THE OLD FORT
GRIFFIN MEMORIAL

4908 IH 20 W., Clyde, Texas 79510

Authentic Reenactment of the
Southwest’s Civil War &
Indian Wars Periods
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Our summer trip through Texas was winding down. hae already visited Fort Chadbourne and Fort @ré6 well as my uncle near Tyler. We
pawned Emily off on my mom and dad who took her daaCorpus Christi for some fun on the beach amdiato the USS Lexington, an Essex
class aircraft carrier. Hmmm, maybe | should hgmee with them.....and my niece and nephew...... allna wuck. No, maybe not. I'll go another
time. At any rate, Amanda and | were headed fondwol was making good time heading west near Abilend thought, ‘One more fort couldn’t
hurt, it's nearby and shouldn’t take much time'cohsulted my trusty map, | perused my book ‘Alding Texas Forts Trail’, and | recalled some
information found on the web. With all that, | hadtague idea of where | was going.

We left 1-20 and followed this farm road and thbeatt Tracing the map as near as possible, we madeay around Lake Fort Phantom Hill, and
after a journey of nearly 20 miles, | began to goeshe map. It looked so close and easy to@ettoming to an intersection, | had to guessdeft
right. | guessed right, | think, and proceeded Arshort distance later, up ahead, loomed onemdymand then another, and then another. As we
pulled off the road, they all became clear, a damemore. We had arrived at Fort Phantom Hill.

This lonely post on the Texas frontier was esthblisin November of 1851 along with a series of odlimilar forts. Its plans called for the use of
local building materials in construction, materitdat were difficult to find and more so to brirggthe site. A quarry two miles away supplied stone
for three complete buildings; the magazine, guandband quartermaster store house, as well akgamhimneys and foundations at each building.
Officer’s quarters were constructed with logs founaarly 40 miles away and were arranged haphazardtiie north end of the fort. The post hospi-
tal, built similarly, was located on the southeasher of the fort. Company quarters on the seidh of the fort consisted of squad size huts t&aid
be built in the jacal style of rough sawn timbeinéled with mud and brush. Strangely, this fortereneceived an official name other than ‘Post on
the Clear Fork of the Brazos'. It was referredomally as Fort Phantom Hill, named for the hillompwhich it rests.

Initially, this fort was occupied by five companiekthe ' Infantry, but as time moved on, so did most ofgheison which was pared down to only
one company by September of 1853. The garrisorinveasased with the addition of a company of tfeltagoons and command of the post passed
to one Major H.H. Sibley. The only action Fort Rttan Hill almost experienced was when Buffalo Huofiphe Penateka Comanches led his tribe

of 2500 people near the fort. Seeing the recaxthstructed trench surrounding the post and tlilegytpiece on the parapet, he and his band passed
by with only ‘scowls and angry looks’ to fire atetsoldiers. Unlike most other military posts ie thest, no town sprang up nearby and no major
trails to the west grew. Limited resources inahgdihe lack of reliable water and decline in impade forced the fort into early retirement. Soon
after abandonment in April of 1854, the entire forysteriously’ burned leaving only the stone stames and chimneys to mark the site. Although
the site was subsequently used as a way statitimecButterfield Trail, a Confederate base for fiefterations and a sub post of later Fort Griffin, i
was never rebuilt.

The appearance of the fort today is much the sanitd@oked more than 160 years ago, and justadatedd. Amanda and | walked through the tall
grass and Mesquite trees taking it all in. Fieshe the guard house of stone and then the hoshitaheys some distance away. As we made our
way toward the next stone structure (the quartelenasorehouse), guess what we found.....anotherrafige. Someone in Texas is doing things
right. | think all forts should have a rifle rangethem!!! We wound our way through the forestliimneys marking the officers’ quarters and fin-
ished the tour at the post magazine across the rblaé tour of this post on private property didiake long but was well worth the stop. To view
more photos of Fort Phantom Hill, visit these wedssi

General

Entrance to fort with guard heasd Chimneys marking officers’ quarters much
chimney of commanding officer’'s qeas. the way they looked in 1854.



